WESTCHASE
DISTRICT

Year 14 | Issue iv | December 2012

WESTCHASE

®

The Newslet ter for and About “ The Communit y That Means Business.”

New BriarLake Plaza Puts the Exclamation
Point to 2012 Westchase Developments
“Westchase District Positioned for Continued Growth in 2013”				

he Westchase District is experiencing a

is scheduled in the first quarter of 2014 with first

banner year in commercial and residential

occupancy in the summer of 2014.

development that solidifies the area as one

Half of the space at Two BriarLake –
160,000-square-feet – has been preleased to

of the strongest real estate markets in Houston.

Samsung Engineering America Inc. and serves

The most recent evidence came with the
September announcement that Behringer Harvard

as its North American headquarters. Samsung

comply with the EPA’s Energy Star standards.

REIT I, Inc. plans to develop a second office tower

Engineering, based in Seoul, South Korea, is a

New development at the complex will be guided

at BriarLake Plaza. The new property, named Two

global engineering, procurement and construction

by the same outstanding architectural and

BriarLake Plaza, will consist of 332,000 rentable

(EPC) and project management company

engineering teams that were directly involved in the

square feet in 12 stories of office space built atop a

delivering services to hydrocarbon, industrial and

construction of One BriarLake. The team includes

seven-level parking pedestal. Two BriarLake is the

infrastructure customers. Two BriarLake represents

Kirksey Architecture, Harvey Builders, Haynes

final phase of development of the complex that

expansion space for Samsung, which occupies lease

Whaley, Brown & Gay Engineers, and Wylie

includes the adjacent One BriarLake Plaza. Two

space in One BriarLake.

Consulting Engineers.

BriarLake will be constructed on 1.5 acres of land

Designs for the construction of Two BriarLake

Behringer Harvard has high expectations for

on the West Sam Houston Parkway frontage road,

aim to achieve the goals of minimum LEED

Two BriarLake. “One BriarLake Plaza is one of our

just south of Briar Forest Drive. Construction

Core and Shell Certified Silver designation from

best performing assets. It’s been well leased through

will break ground in early 2013 and completion

the United States Green Building Council and

(continued on page 3)
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New BriarLake Plaza Puts the
Exclamation Point to 2012
Westchase Developments
(continued from page 1)
management. And Granite expects that the building

producing some of the highest

will easily attract interest from potential tenants

rents in its market,” said Greg

because of its Westchase location. “We really believe

Brooke, senior vice president

in Westchase,” said West, “We’re very positive about

of Behringer Harvard REIT I,

the location and the product.”

Alta Woodlake Square

housing in west Houston.”

Another exciting project is the upscale 256-unit
Alta Woodlake Square apartment community being

delicatessen, fitness center and a conference center

developed by Wood Partners. The residential project

shared by both properties. When construction is

is progressing well despite three weeks of heavy rains

completed, the BriarLake Plaza complex will total

over the summer that delayed the pouring of slabs,

more than 830,000 rentable

according to

square feet of office space.

Todd Gaines with
Wood Partners.

Granite’s
Briarpark Green

completed, the

This year also was

new apartment

highlighted by the decision

community will

by Granite Properties to

be a Class A

commence building its

property with

$75 million, self-funded,

Class A amenities,

When

300,000-square-foot, 12-story Briarpark Green office

including granite countertops, vinyl plank wood

building at 3141 Briarpark Drive. Construction is

flooring, stainless steel appliances, tile back splash and

ahead of schedule

upgraded lighting and technical features, which are

with completion

popular and in demand with today’s upscale, urban

anticipated by

apartment residents.
The parking garage is completed and the first

“A new floor is going

couple of buildings are being framed, as is the top

up about every eight

floor of building one. “Everything is going well with

to ten days,” said

construction,” said Gaines. “We’re just pleased to be

Steve West with

in Westchase.”

The Class A

during your lunch hour.
Westchase District will be the
home of a new farmers market in
2013, thanks to a $65,000 grant from
the United States Department of Agriculture’s
The grant was awarded in October and

favorable because of the mobility and proximity to the

Granite.

about some locally grown hot peppers? Beginning

(USDA) Farmers Market Promotion Program.

Inc. “There’s a lot about the location that really is

September 1, 2013.

Are you hankering for some fresh tomatoes? How
in 2013, you’ll be able to pick up local produce

this entire downturn and is

Two BriarLake’s amenities will include a

Farmers Market
Coming to
Westchase District

“We plan on having our first units and our leasing
clubhouse all delivered by the end of May,” said

facility will feature a

Gaines. “So, we’ll probably begin preleasing in April

fitness center, conference center,

with the project completed by the end of 2013.”

a restaurant/café, 24-hour security, and onsite

Westchase District staff members are already hard
at work trying to cultivate all the details required
to bring the project to market.
“We’re very excited about this opportunity,”
said Dave Gilkeson, chief operating officer of
Westchase District, who was responsible for seeking
out the grant and filing the successful application.
“We’ve long wanted to assemble a farmers market
in Westchase District, and this will give us the seed
money to begin our organizational efforts.”
Sherry Fox, the District’s vice president of
communications, will be responsible for the market
operations and promotion to area farmers and
potential customers.
“We know there is demand,” said Fox.
“Westchase District is surrounded by great
neighborhoods and hundreds of thousands of
residents. These consumers know they’ll still be
going to the grocery store for food staples. But they
welcome the opportunity to buy locally-grown
produce in a farmers market environment.”
“What’s more, the Alief area just south of us is
considered by USDA to be a ‘food desert.’ We’ll
certainly be promoting the market to the residents
of Alief, in hopes that they will take advantage of
this new alternative for purchasing healthy food.”
Gilkeson and Fox are assembling a committee
of area representatives to help guide and direct
the farmers market and they’re actively seeking a
high-profile, high-traffic location for the market.
A part-time market manager will also be hired to
solicit the farmers for the market.

favorites will add sparkle and cheer, such as a spectacular

Quillan Center, Westchase District and Houston West

fireworks display set to music, face painting, school

Chamber of Commerce. The event is also made possible

allow area business professionals to participate, in

choirs, rides on a vintage fire truck, ponies and a

by contributions from a host of business sponsors. Visit

addition to residents of the neighborhoods,” added

mechanical bull. The snow will be blown
in two separate areas; one for pre-school
children and another for older kids that will
feature a ladder and slide for some
added excitement.
First Methodist Houston

www.westchasedistrict/events for the event schedule
and complete list of sponsors.
“It’s a great event that brings together the
corporate and residential communities in

residents a unique shopping experience and create a
gathering location for the community. We’re eager
to begin pulling all the details together.”

District vice president for
communications. “Wonderland

again as the event’s

is one of several area events

sponsors include the

Fox. “This is a great opportunity to offer area

the area,” said Sherry Fox, Westchase

Westchase is serving
title sponsor and

“We plan to host the market on a weekday to

that make living or working in
Westchase District so desirable.”

Santa Claus will hear Christmas wishes and bring his biggest smile for photographs with children.
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